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Snapshot Day: Using story and image to highlight the importance of your library  

 
“We may live in a small, 
rural community, but the 
library offers anyone the 
chance to go anywhere in 
the world and learn other 
cultures and escape to 
wondrous places.”  
 
Heather Christensen, 
Riverton Branch Library 
patron 
 
 

 
This year, Wyoming libraries participated in the 3rd statewide Snapshot Day, contributing more 
than 600 photos. They also sent pages of comments from happy patrons explaining why their 
libraries matter to them – visualized in the word cloud above. Patrons described their libraries 
as “an irreplaceable source of knowledge” and one 
of the most important assets in their community. 
One Pinedale patron wrote, “It's my door to the rest 
of the world.” 
 
Wyoming holds Snapshot Day because the materials 
collected give us powerful tools for advocacy. 
Decision makers – and donors – connect with images 
emotionally, seeing how much your patrons need 
and value library services. They also may be more 
inclined to listen when a patron sings the library’s 
praises rather than when a board member or other 
person directly associated with the library does. 
 
Storytelling is a great way to connect with donors 
and to demonstrate not just the numbers, but the 
impact of library services – something to consider when creating fundraising materials. Donors 
want to know they can make a difference. Pictures and stories show them they can. 



Library Endowment fundraising halfway to goal 
 
In November, fundraising 
for the Wyoming Library 
Endowment Challenge 
reached the halfway mark. 
Thanks to endowment fund 
requests from Uinta, 
Albany and Weston counties this month, Wyoming libraries have officially raised $4,496,491 — 
50.3% of their total $8,940,748 goal that would allow them to access all state matching funds. 
Between incentive and matching funds, libraries have now received more than $10.5 million in 
state dollars to build permanent endowments. For more on the endowment, including current 
fundraising status, visit the Wyoming Library Association website at 
www.wyla.org/endowment/.  
 
 
Why would someone come to your fundraising event? 
 
After first issuing An Open Plea to Hold Better Events, Katya Andresen has pointed out on her 
blog that there are many reasons people might attend your event, including these five: 
 

1. Another organization – someone’s workplace, school or service organization might be 
participating officially (think United Way).  

2. They like the activity – cyclists might sign up for a ride or runners for a 5K whether or not 
they are interested in the cause it supports. 

3. Other people – their friends or coworkers are going and have invited them. 
4. They support the cause – in general they are for libraries or against breast cancer, 

although they may not have any connection to the organization itself. 
5. They support the organization – in the case of the endowment, they support your library 

and foundation, and they understand the importance of this fundraising effort.  
 
Donors in the fifth (and possibly fourth) category are likely to come to any event you hold, but a 
great event will have wider draw. How can you make your event fun to draw out the rest? She 
offers suggestions in the rest of her post. You can also check back issues of the Wyoming 
Library Foundations newsletter for successful ideas from other libraries around the state.  
 

From Katya’s Non-Profit Marketing Blog www.nonprofitmarketingblog.com 
 
This Wyoming Library Foundations newsletter is sent to the Wyoming county library directors for 
distribution to their library foundation and library board members.  Individuals interested in viewing this 
can bookmark will.state.wy.us/slpub/foundations. Comments on the content of this publication or 
contributions to share with other library foundation board members can be sent to Jamie Markus at 
jamie.markus@wyo.gov or Susan Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov.  Please note: Inclusion of links to fund 
raising websites does not imply endorsement of their products or services. 
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