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Breaking down giving into manageable chunks

One way to approach annual or major giving is by asking for the gift in installments. Public radio
stations have used the monthly strategy for annual giving for years. Asking for $90 up front
sounds like a lot, but $7.50 a month charged to your credit card feels more doable. It’s about
the cost of two fancy coffees(and they give you that great mug, too.)

On the Small change blog, Jason Dick suggests the multi-year gift for major donors. A multi-year
gift can allow the donor to make a bigger impact on a project they care about by increasing the
overall size of their gift. Read more at www.asmallchange.net/the-multi-year-gift.

Fund raising with Facebook

Facebook can be a way to connect with your donors, spreading the word about your library and
making new contacts. To get started, set up a personal profile (if you don’t have one yet), set up
a page for your library foundation, and start inviting people to be fans. A good example of a
library foundation using Facebook is the Library Foundation of Hennepin County, which
announces news and events regularly through its account. Recent posts include book sales,
author events, news on how the troubled economy is affecting the library, and a link to a library
value calculator. Earlier this year, the Wyoming State Library put together a set of resources on
Facebook and other web 2.0 tools that libraries can use. For an introduction to social
networking, visit the Get on the Bus site at http://getonthebuswyoming.wordpress.com/, and
click on the “Social Networking” tab.

Trust your gut, and make the ask

From Sandy Rees on her Get Fully Funded blog comes this simple advice: trust your gut. It’s
easy to overthink how you should ask, who should you ask and who should do the asking, etc.
Instead of worrying about doing it “wrong,” trust yourself and move forward with the ask. If
you communicate your passion for the library and all it does, donors who share your passion
will give. Read more at www.getfullyfundedblog.com/?p=607.

This Wyoming Library Foundations newsletter is sent to the Wyoming county library directors for
distribution to their library foundation and library board members. Individuals interested in viewing this
can bookmark http://will.state.wy.us/slpub/foundations/index.html. Comments on the content of this
publication or contributions to share with other library foundation board members can be sent to Jamie
Markus at jmarku@state.wy.us or Susan Mark at smark@state.wy.us. Please note: Inclusion of links to
fund raising websites does not imply endorsement of their products or services.




