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Governor recommends $3 million additional for library endowments

Stating that “Difficult revenue projections do not eliminate the need to continue the state's
investment in wildlife habitat, local libraries and our state's cultural resources,” Gov. Dave
Freudenthal has recommended that the
State Legislature appropriate an additional
$3 million for library endowments in their
upcoming session. The library endowment
challenge began July 1, 2008 with $9.1
million of state matching funds made
available to the state’s 23 public libraries.
As of Jan. 5, $1.7 million in locally raised
funds have been matched with $3.3 million
in state funds.

In the picture, Platte County has found a
great way to let its patrons see progress on
the endowment challenge — a tower of
discarded books with dollar amounts
written on the page edges, stacking up to
their goal. (What a great use for all those
Reader’s Digest condensed books!)
Endowment status statewide and for
individual libraries may be found linked
from the Wyoming Library Association’s
(WLA) endowment page at
www.wyla.org/endowment/.

Laramie County cultivates donors with lunch at the library

In fundraising, we often hear the advice to build relationships. Laramie County Library
Foundation Director Mary Meyer has found a great way to do this. They invite potential and
former large donors, elected city and county officials, and representatives of community groups
to Lunch at the Library. This is a one-on-one session with only the invited guest(s) and 2-3
people from the library and/or foundation for a total of 5-7 people.

Lunch at the Library is a friend-raising event, not a setup to ask for money. The foundation
makes it very comfortable with a formal table setting and catered meal. Guests have a chance
to ask questions about the library privately, and the library gets a chance to tell its story, and



how library activities and services fit with the donor’s goals and interests. They discuss the
endowment, and use a brief video presentation to show what the library looks like before and
after donations. Tours of the library are offered, and guests leave with an informational packet.

Meyer said people often know a lot about the library — but not everything behind the scenes.
For example, they might know that the library has a mother-daughter book club, but they may
not know how the club turned one reluctant, non-reading daughter into an avid reader when
she connected with the book and its author that they discussed during the club meeting.

Although they don’t ask for money at the lunches, they present opportunities for consideration
that fit the criteria of the donor's interests. The foundation has been successful in developing
new donors and has received some substantial gifts, pledges and sponsorships as a result as
well as forged stronger relationships with potential donors and partners. To learn more, contact
Meyer at foundation@Iclsonline.org, or 307/773-7221

Internal Revenue Service 990 reporting

If your foundation uses the calendar year as your fiscal year, it’s time to start looking at your IRS
reporting requirements. The IRS provides a great deal of information for nonprofit
organizations, including Form 990 requirements at www.irs.gov/charities.

Send a valentine to your favorite library

February is a great time to tie your library advocacy and fundraising to a “Love Your Library” or
“Love to Read” theme. Encourage people to show their love for the library by donating,
volunteering and advocating. Find some great ideas at www.librarysupport.net/librarylovers/.

This Wyoming Library Foundations newsletter is sent to the Wyoming county library directors for
distribution to their library foundation and library board members. Individuals interested in viewing this
can bookmark http://will.state.wy.us/slpub/foundations/index.html. Comments on the content of this
publication or contributions to share with other library foundation board members can be sent to Jamie
Markus at jmarku@state.wy.us or Susan Mark at smark@state.wy.us. Please note: Inclusion of links to
fund raising websites does not imply endorsement of their products or services.




