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Even the youngest donors can lend a hand and support libraries 

On Wyoming Library Snapshot Day, 
young patrons at Weston County 
Library invested in their future by 
giving their pennies to the Wyoming 
Public Library Endowment Challenge.  
 
And in news from elsewhere, in the 
midst of Seattle Public Library’s budget 
woes, they received a letter that read: 
Dear Library, 
I want to share my allowance money so 
you can stay open. I am 6 years old. 
Here is $11.  
Ani 
(as dictated to mom, a.k.a. scribe) 
 

 
First Wyoming Snapshot Day a smashing success – results and photos pour in 
Wyoming libraries had a great response to the state’s first Snapshot Day on Tuesday, Oct. 19, 
posting more than 600 photos and collecting patron comments and use numbers. Results, 
photos and an interactive map are on the Wyoming Snapshot Day page at 
http://wyomingsnapshot.weebly.com.  
 
All this information taken together tell a great story of a single day in the life of Wyoming 
libraries – and can help you tell your library’s story. How can you use these results in your 
fundraising? Here are some ideas: 

• Share the results with your donors. Set up appointments with your best prospects to 
share what happened at your library that day. Use comments and photos for fund 
raising appeals and information packets.  

• Take your results with you any time you do public presentations to local service groups 
or other audiences. 

• Share your results on your Web site and link to your library’s photos – use the tag cloud 
on Flickr to get to your library’s photos 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/wyomingsnapshot/tags/.  

•  Make a slideshow of the Flickr photos and run it in the library near the check out desk. 
(See next story for a low-cost way to do this.) 
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From Niobrara County: Use digital photo frames to promote library and endowment 
Many libraries use wall-mounted television screens that flash slides promoting library services 
and upcoming events. They’re eye-catching, with the screen changing regularly, and they take 
up less room than a wall full of fliers. Niobrara County Library uses a low-cost alternative – a 
digital picture frame. Library director Deb Sturman said when they started using the digital 
frame, they focused on pictures of programs and events – whatever would make a good picture 
and tell a story. Now, they also use it to highlight databases and other WYLD services, and have 
PowerPoint slides that explain the endowment. Patrons might also see news of upcoming 
fundraisers and photos from Foundation events.  
 
 
TechSoup offering new series: Successful Grants in One Hour a Week 
Wish you knew more about applying for grant funding? Does it seem overwhelming and you 
wonder how to get started? TechSoup’s new grant series, Successful Grants in One Hour a 
Week, provides weekly small steps that cover the entire grant process, so you’ll be prepared to 
apply for a basic grant before the end of the year. The series covers each phase in the grant 
writing and submission process 

1) Prepare 
2) Focus on Library Priorities 
3) Develop the Grant Project 
4) Research Funders and Find Appropriate Grants 
5) Write the Grant Proposal 
6) Implement, Evaluate and Continue the Process 

For more information, visit: 
www.techsoupforlibraries.org/blog/techsoup-grant-series-week-one-prepare 
 
 
 
 
This Wyoming Library Foundations newsletter is sent to the Wyoming county library directors for 
distribution to their library foundation and library board members.  Individuals interested in viewing this 
can bookmark http://will.state.wy.us/slpub/foundations/index.html. Comments on the content of this 
publication or contributions to share with other library foundation board members can be sent to Jamie 
Markus at jmarku@wyo.gov or Susan Mark at smark@wyo.gov.  Please note: Inclusion of links to fund 
raising websites does not imply endorsement of their products or services. 
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