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PEOPLE

Library ‘outreach’ program spans generations

orothy Clark and her

friends look forward to

seeing Meg Sorensen
every two weeks.

She brings books - large
print, audio, mysteries, romance
and classics - to her patronsin
assisted living at Emeritus at
Absaroka and West Park Hospi-
tal Long Term Care Center.

Clark was introduced to the
service by Loretta Wilson, who
also lives at Emeritus. Both
'women enjoy mysteries, so
Sorensen brings them match-
ing copies of Lilian Jackson
Braun’s work. They discuss the
plot and characters as they read
the books together.

Many of her patrons are
prolific readers, and a few are
particular. Sorensen searches

the stacks for authors she
knows they like and others who
might interest them. She uses
NoveList to find books that are
similar at parkcountylibrary.
org/research. She keeps a record
of the books they’ve read.

“When the brand new Lee
Child comes to the library on
‘Wednesday, Mr. Moore is going
to get it Wednesday,” Sorensen
said. “He’s been waiting six
months forit.”

Sorensen doesn’t wait until
her scheduled biweekly run to
bring the book to her enthusias-
tic reader.

The program was started
by Julia Weaver, a library staff
member, who then trained

" Sorensen. Sorensen has commit-

ted more than two years to meet-

At the
Library

By Library staff

ing the needs of elderly people
‘who cannot travel to the library.
Sorensen works in the
children’s library, but senior
outreach is her volunteer
work. Patrons light up when
she enters the room. Her visits

bring more than books.

Elementary school students
enjoy children’s librarian Holly
Baker’s site visits.

She started going when Cody
kindergarten changed from half
days to full days. Those Story
Time kids couldn’t come to the
library anymore, so Baker took
Story Time to them.

Her outreach blossomed as
she got to know the teachers
and became active in the Cody
Reading Council. She has gone
to each kindergarten class and
several first-, second- and third-
grade classes monthly for years.

Classes used to come to
the library regularly, but now
teachers are only allowed a
limited number of field trips.
Sometimes she invites herself,

such as to promote the state
book contests. Often Baker is
asked to cover specific topics or
genres, and sometimes just to
enjoy good books together.

This outreach encourages
reading, including the newest
and best in kids’ books — some-
thing that school librarians
simply don’t have as much time
for as they’d like.

1t also promotes the library.
Students have their elemen-
tary school library for a finite
amount of time, but the public
library is available lifelong. Kids
convince their parents to bring
them to the library because of
something they’ve heard and
liked, or become aware of for
the first time.

“And the connection when

they see me here is heartwarm-
ing,” Baker said.

Flash fiction

contest winners

«Wil-
liam
Tabacin-
gki, “The
Bronx Buc-
caneer,”
first place,
senior divi-
sion.

*Jo
Lazane, ‘A
Differen
Drum,”
Laura
Westerling,

WILLIAM
TABACINSKI
first place in
senijor division
Please see LIBRARY, page C-6
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Dorothy Clark (left) welcomes volunteer Meg Sorensen’s visits to her home at

Emeritus at Absaroka assisted living. Sorensen chooses and delivers stacks of
library books for elderly patrons who cannot travel to the library. (Library photos)

LIBRARY

(from page C-4)

“Small Vanities,” honorable
mention, senior division.

*Rhett Pimentel, “The
Mocking Squirrel,” first place,
Jjunior division.

*Tiana Russell, “A Christ-
mas Disaster,” Jake Sandvik,
“Ocean Journey,” honorable
mention, junior division.

Due to the quality of all 25
entries, the judges were chal-
lenged to choose winners. An
anthology will be forthcom-
ing, once authors’ permis-
sions are given.

In the Bison Room
Affordable Care Act enroll-
ment assistance with Craig
Herd, 9a.m.-noon and 2-7 p.m.
‘Wednesday, Feb. 5. Herd is an

Children’s librarian Holly Baker reads “Rough-Face
Girl” by Rafe Martin and illustrated by David Shan-
non to all three Sunset School third-grade classes.
They are gathered in Balea Olson’s room.

*Home-School Thursdays,
2:30-3:30 p.m., for grades 6-12.
*Wii Fridays — all day.

*Drop-ins are welcome:
Dr. Seuss Birthday Party,
10:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday,

For more information March 1, for families.
contact Shelly Waidelich *Story Times:
or Eileen Hopkins-Gallis, Sleepy Time Stories, 6:30-

527-1889, swaidelich@park-  7:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 3.

e e s T it sl
A parkcountylibrary.org or visit Toddler Time, 10-10:20
2 parkcountylibrary.org/teens. a.m. Mondays (except Feb.
In G_TIZZIy Hall On Facebook: Park County 17) for ages 1-3 with parent
i 'OJ oin Richard J;::‘s?, e Public Library Teen Room. or caregiver.
2 BB IR E SRRl UY S | Story Time, 10-10:45 a.m,
0\2{:1"*:“?&&"@““% LG A t:h & b | Tuesdays and Wednesdays for
withaaturalistRieh< 2: 4 8 = RIRERS 55 3-6. gl
ard Proenneke, interspersed  children’s library B School, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
with the poetry of Robert *Enjoy a screen-free Thursdays for grades K-5.
Service. haven, no computers, 3-8 p.m. For more information con-
. *For help applying for Wednesdays. tact Holly Baker, 527-1884
&S“m’ms m:der AQCA, En5ro]l *Sign up for these activi- or hbaker@parkcountyli-
‘yoming returns 9 a.m.- ties: brary.org, or visit parkcoun-
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 26. Valentine party for grades  tylibrary.org/kids. Follow
e K-5, 2:15-3:15 p.m. Friday, codykidsread on Twitter and
In the LOFT Feb. 7. Facebook.
*Brandon Beduhn won Bedtime Math for families, -
first place in the snowman ?330-7:80 p-m. Thursday, Feb. [ jbraries closed
building contest. - 0
“LOFT ‘meeting, 4-5:30 Read to a Dog; reserve for Presidents Day
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 5. 15 minutes with a certified The Cody, Meeteetse and
*“A Charlie Brown Valen-  therapy dog, 3:45-4:45p.m.  Powelllibraries will be closed
tine” movie, with popcorn, 2 ~ Tuesdays in February. Monday, Feb. 17, for Presidents
p.m. Friday, Feb. 14. Lego Club meets 2:15- Day.

*Classic Cartoon Mara-
thon, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 15. Breakfast will be
served.

*Quiet Wednesdays for
studying.

3:15 p.m. Friday, Feb. 21, for
grades K-5.

Children’s Resource Cen-
ter Playgroup for ages 1-3,
9:30-10:30 a.m. Fridays, Feb.
14 and 28.

(For more information
call 527-1880, visit park-
countylibrary.org or email
vlivingston@parkcountyli-
brary.org.)





