	Intellectual Property
	What is Protected
	Term of Protection

	Utility Patents
	any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement

(chemical, mechanical, or electrical)
	20 years from the date of filing

(subject to payment of maintenance fees)

	Design Patents
	a new, original, and ornamental design for an article of manufacture (the appearance of a functional product)
	14 years from date of grant

	Plant Patents
	any distinct and new variety of plant invented or discovered and asexually reproduced
	20 years from the date of filing

	Trade Secrets
	a formula, pattern, process, or device that a company keeps secret to give it an advantage over the competition
	as long as the owners are able to keep it secret

	Trademarks
	a word, name, symbol, or device that is used in trade to indicate the source of goods and to distinguish them from the goods of others
	as long as it is still in use and renewal fees are paid

	Copyright
	original works of creative expression fixed in any tangible medium 
	Works created 1/1/1978 or after:  Life of author + 70 years

Works created before 1/1/1978 but published between 1/1/1978 and 12/31/2002:  Life + 70 years or 12/31/2047 whichever is greater

Unpublished works created before 1/1/1978:  Life + 70 years or 12/31/2002 whichever is greater

Works published between 1964-1977:  28 years + automatic extension of 67 years

Works published between 1924-1963:  28 years + possible renewal of 47 years now extended 20 years for a total protection of 95 years

Works published before 1924:  in the public domain

Works published by the U.S. Federal government:  in the public domain, unless authored by a private contractor


This chart is a very basic overview.  Do not rely upon it for legal decisions.  Always consult an attorney for legal assistance.
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